FILMING THE FLIGHT
placed on the verandah or under a tree in the garden. Rehearsal
of the scene would be smoothly carried out, but the moment
we began to take a gentle breeze would stir the branches and
by some trick of "frequency" the sighing of the wind would
come through the microphone like a barrage on the Western
Front, or a bird in a distant tree-top would begin a soliloquy
and by virtue of its superior recording quality drown the voices
of the entire staff
Then the conditions would become perfect; but by this
time the heat of the sun had penetrated the walls of the camera
and the "blimp," with the result that the perforation holes of
the ffm were no longer in absolute register with the mechanism
of the gate. So that when the motors were started all went
well for about ten seconds, after which the film would jump
the sprockets and tie itself in an inconceivable tangle, to leap
out like a jack-in-the-box when the door was opened to adjust
matters.
After a few more days we had filmed all the incidental
scenes it was possible to arrange at the aerodrome and round
the head-quarters. I remember that as a remorseless maker of
films I worried Fellowes and Etherton, and indeed every one
in turn, for special flights and for hours of special take-offs and
landings, but they were not to be drawn from their policy of
keeping the engines carefully tuned ready for the big flight,
and the 'planes in the hangars sheltered from the burning sun
that would have impaired their efficiency.
The 'planes were ready, pilots and observers were ready,
and so were we. But the weather was not and a period of high
winds and poor visibility set in, a time of suspense that was a
trial to all of us. We were in a constant state of "stand-to,"
for none could say more than a few hours ahead whether a
flight would be possible or not. One thing seemed conclusive
—that if a flight were possible it would be an early morning
dash—out before dawn and off the ground by first daylight.
Accordingly the standing orders for my party were, up at 445
a.m., breakfast at 5.15 a.m., and all equipment loaded on cars
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